








Individual- and Group Based Student Assessment. A comparative Study.
(Workshop)
Erik Laursen

Topic/aim: A comparative study between student assessments in relation to project - and
group organized studies with an individual — or group orientated focus...

For more than three decades Aalborg University has practiced a problem-based. Project- and
group — organized frame for the studies. From 1974 up to 2006 the student assessment at the
institution has been organized in accordance to this. That means, that also the assessments has
been held in the context of the whole study group, presenting the project-rapport and
discussing the results, as well as the selection and use of the theoretical frame and the
methodological set up.

Due to political intervention in 2006 the form of the assessment was changed to a strictly
individual organized practice, focusing on the individual student.

The aim of the study presented is to make a comparison between the two formats of
assessment, which both refers to group organized project work, carried out at the 1.year level
at the department of social studies. The study focuses on the following aspects: forms of
symmetry and asymmetry in the relation between teacher/censor and the student(s), the scope
of the themes discussed during the assessment and the overall orientation of the assessment.
(Formative-summative, declarative knowledge — functioning knowledge).

The dataset consists of two subsets of audio recordings from the assessments, produced at two
occasions: (a) June 2003 (group-based assessment), (b) June 2008 (individual-based
assessment). The level of study (1. year) as well as the contents (social theory and social
research methods) are the same for the two subsets. Both subsets include a number of
different persons as teachers (eksaminator, censor).

Theoretical frames of reference are theories of assessment, - of learning. And the field of
conversation- and discourse analysis.

Expected conclusions/findings: A more asymmetrical relation between the teacher and the
student. In the individual organized assessment compared to the group organized. Plus a
stronger focus on declarative knowledge. A more summative orientation, - but also a more
precise operationalization of the learning objectives of the study, and as a consequence of this:
maybe a better reliability and validity in the individual organized assessments.

Relevance for Nordic Educational Research : For a long time the different ways of assessing
the students in the context of problem based , group — and project-organized studies has been
a controversial and much discussed issue in the educational debate. This study is one of the
first efforts, - actually doing an empirical, comparative study on the theme
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